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Boats and Bodies of Water Trivia

1.      19th century American writer Henry David Thoreau spent just over two years in a small cabin in natural surroundings and wrote about his experience.  Contrary to popular culture, however, he never advocated that anyone should do what he did, but rather that a reader should find his own way of living an authentic life.  Thoreau wanted to “live deliberately,” to see what life really is rather than to get caught up in possessions and customs.  
Interestingly, he operated only a rowboat but used the name of the body of water outside his cabin as the title for what turned out to be his best known book.  (He must have liked water titles, as previously, he had used the names of rivers in the title of his first work, A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers, which he wrote as a tribute to his deceased brother, memorializing a week they spent camping and using the rowboat to travel the rivers.)
On what body of water lying outside his woodland cabin did Thoreau sit in his rowboat and play a flute?  


2.    In August of 1803 Lewis set out on the Ohio River for Louisville, where he met up with William Clark, who recruited and selected most of the men who would constitute the Corps of Discovery that traveled the Missouri and Snake Rivers and eventually reached the Pacific Ocean and returned, having lost only one man in the duration of the trip.
 Although St. Louis with its famous arch boasts of being the gateway to the west, the Lewis and Clark Expedition actually set out from Louisville rather than St. Louis, using a boat that was commissioned and built in Pittsburgh.  The kind of boat they ordered is one that is relatively flat so that it can be used on narrow rivers and carry a substantial amount of cargo.  To keep this kind of boat  balanced and absorb the impact of hitting underwater obstructions like fallen trees, a long piece of wood - or metal - runs along the bottom, and it may extend downward as a blade to increase stability.   Such boats are named for that long piece.  

What kind of boat did Lewis and Clark use for their journey on the Ohio and Missouri Rivers?  




3.     Dates for “The Age of Sail” are variously given, but are generally considered to be the mid-18th century to the mid-19th century.  Today most sailing vessels also have some power mechanism to maneuver in and out of ports and harbors but using the power of the wind alone is still an enjoyable form of recreation for enthusiasts and there are many different kinds of sailboats, small and large.
This kind of boat is one of the most beautiful and graceful kinds of sailing vessels.  It often has one or two masts, although it can have more.  It is distinguished by having fore and aft sails on at least one mast.  Its name may derive from Scottish scon “to send over water, to skip stones.”  What kind of sailing vessel is it?


4.     For his 1784 “history” of Kentucky, John Filson created a map of our region, which was then still part of Virginia and North Carolina.  Prominent on the map and in the accompanying text was a particular topographical (physical) feature, because Filson foresaw that speeding up commerce to the Atlantic Ocean to the east and by way of the Mississippi River all the way to the Gulf of Mexico could make Kentucky central in the development of the new nation.  So, he sought to promote Kentucky through his publication.
When one looks at Filson’s map of Kentucky, what topographical feature would most stand out? 
 

5.     Even today speed at sea is given in this unit of measure, equivalent to 1 nautical mile per hour, equivalent to approximately 1.15 land miles per hour, or 1 minute of longitude.   This measure was used because position at sea is determined by latitude and longitude: the circumference of the earth is 360 degrees of longitude, and each degree consists of 60 minutes.  Historically, the name followed the practice of a coiled rope being let out on the boat to determine speed, where these were interval indicators.
What is the unit of measurement for speed on the water?  


6.      What structures, built from materials as varied as wood, brick, concrete, are still used today to warn sailors of land masses?


7.     The words “sea” and “ocean” are used as synonyms.  Both terms refer to a large body of salt water.  While Kentucky does not edge any sea or ocean, it does have a large number of smaller bodies of water.  These two words are often used interchangeably for these much smaller bodies of water – though in popular usage, some people consider one to refer to a body of water that is a little larger and deeper than the other.  What are these two words?
 

8.     There is only one original wooden whaling ship from the 19th century that is still afloat.  This ship is the centerpiece of the Mystic Seaport Museum, a living history museum in Mystic, Connecticut, that not only preserves and restores historic vessels but also maintains associated maritime skills, crafts, and arts.
Built  in New Bedford, MA in 1841, this ship went on over 37 whaling voyages, and like other whaling ships of the period, she endured the arduous trip round the Horn to get to the Pacific Ocean and its plentiful schools of whales. 
Among his 14 whaling ships, this one carries the family name of a whaling industry executive – the same family name as that of the Civil War Confederate general, whose historic home is part of Gratz Park, Lexington, KY – and the same family name as that of the man whose stallion became the foundation sire of an early American breed of horses used in the 19th century as coach horses, riding horses, and cavalry horses during the American Civil War.
What is the name of this ship?
 

9.   They say “New York City never sleeps.”  There is an ocean mammal that also “never sleeps.”  Or shall we say, never “completely” sleeps.  There is a marine mammal that sleeps with only half its brain at a time.  Because breathing is a voluntary action in this animal – which lives in the sea completely and cannot survive on land – it chooses when to surface for air.  This type of animal uses the oxygen it inhales more efficiently than humans, and thus some can stay underwater for 60-90 minutes.  Nevertheless, it must surface to breathe, and it must breathe to stay alive.  Therefore, only half the brain “sleeps” at a time in order to continue to breathe as needed.  Which sea creature is it that has this unusual sleeping pattern?
  

 
10.     Approximately what percentage of the earth’s surface is covered with water, of which the ocean’s water is about 97% of that?  (Choose one)

A.    10%
B.    25%
C.     50%
D.    75%
E.     100%



11.      Thanks to the famous novel, what is the name of the most famous whale ever?
 


  
12.      In addition to size, with a ship being considerably larger than a boat, what other differences distinguish ships from boats?  (Choose one)
 
A.    Boats are designed not only to float but also to plane; ships do not plane on the water.
B.    Boats are used for short distances, while ships are used for longer distances.
C.     Being smaller, boats are not used for cargo, whereas ships transport heavy loads.
D.     All of the above


13. In 1620 a wooden ship arrived from England and changed the course of what would become the United States of America. The ship has become famous, and its replica is periodically restored and maintained. What is the name of that famous ship?





14.  While the War of 1812 was fought on both land and sea, one particular ship from that war is still a commissioned U.S. Navy vessel today.  In its most famous battle, against the British frigate Guerriere, cannonballs seemed to just bounce off its sides.  It got the nickname “Old Ironsides.”  The real name of the ship is the same as the official document that outlines the framework of the U.S. government in 7 articles, with 27 amendments now appended to it.  What is the name of the ship?


15. Another famous battle in the War of 1812 took place in Baltimore Harbor in Maryland in September of 1814. British naval forces bombarded Fort McHenry for over 24 hours.  Early on the second day, U.S. soldiers hoisted a large American flag over the fort, signaling their refusal to give up.  Francis Scott Key witnessed the action from a ship anchored in the harbor.  Moved by the endurance and courage of his compatriots, he wrote a poem that eventually became our national anthem and was put to the music of a British drinking song.  By what title is this piece now known?


16.  When the Pilgrims came to the New World, the native Americans helped them by showing how to fertilize a corn crop.  The name of the fish they used later became the name for the peninsula that juts out to sea from the mainland of Massachusetts.  What is the fish that gives identity to this part of Massachusetts – the same fish that Shirley Temple sings about having a ball in the 1936 film Captain January?


17. The ocean offers wonderful recreational activities, such as swimming and fishing and surfing.  It has become associated with youth and a sense of fun and playfulness. To express a sense of joy and happiness and satisfaction regardless of where we are located, we say “Life’s a <what?>”, referencing the sandy shores on which happy people frolic.




18.  Several miracles are recounted in the New Testament.  One of the best known miracles occurred after Jesus had fed the 5000 people.  He sent the disciples back across the Sea of Galilee by boat, but a storm came up that threatened to sink them.  What did Christ walk on to help the disciples, as after he reached their boat, the sea calmed?


19.   When recent hurricane Laura threatened (and then landed on) the Gulf Coast, the winds were predicted to do enormous damage.  But it wasn’t only the wind that would cause damage; it was also heavy rain that would join with the  “storm  <what?>” from the ocean that would cause major flooding for as much as 30 miles inland.  (Similarly, we prefer to avoid that power or anger, like a storm, cause damage!)
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20. Man o’ War is a famous racehorse, some think the best horse of the 20th century.  He is memorialized locally in the busy Lexington road named after him as well as by a huge statue at the Kentucky Horse Park.  There is a much smaller “man o’ war,” however, that lives in the sea.  It is blue, looks like a balloon when it washes ashore, and is usually thought of as a species of jellyfish (although entomologists say that technically it’s a different species).  What is the name of this ocean inhabitant, named after a sailing warship of a certain country that it resembles?


 
 


