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Food Trivia – Feb 26, 2011


 

1.  If someone offers you something to think about, what kind of food are they offering you?

Food for thought.

2.  The United States Department of Agriculture presents the optimal amount of food we should eat from 6 different food groups in a chart shaped like a what?

(Food) pyramid. 

3.  This small orange is named for the city from where it was first imported to Britain, Tangier, Morocco.

Tangerine.  (also known as Tangiers)

4.  According to the nursery rhyme, what is it that Peter, Peter was an eater of?

Pumpkin

Peter, Peter pumpkin eater,

Had a wife but couldn't keep her;

He put her in a pumpkin shell

And there he kept her very well.

5.   In French, Cordon Bleu  means ‘blue ribbon’.  What stuffed meat dish carries this blue ribbon name?

Chicken Cordon Bleu (or Veal Cordon Bleu).

6.  The word bacon has Germanic roots and literally means ‘back of an animal’.  Which animal’s back does bacon come from?

Pig

7.   Beef Stroganoff is believed to be named for a 19th century noble who enjoyed serving this tasty entree at his dinner parties.  What country gave us this delicious dish?

Russia.

8.  Some chocolates are called truffles, but the word originally refers to a prized underground mushroom.  More recently hunted with dogs, traditionally, this animal sniffed out truffles.

Pig

9.  What are you eating when you eat Kentucky oysters?

Pig testicles.  
(Sometimes chitterlings (entrails, intestines) are called Kentucky oysters.)

10.  Guards of the Tower of London are referred to by this name, probably to denote their traditional eating habit.

Beefeaters.

11.  ‘Corned beef’ does not contain corn.  Rather, the original meaning of ‘corn’ is ‘grain’.  Grains of what are used to make corned beef.

Salt.  (a mineral)  (cf. peppercorn)
O.E. corn, from P.Gmc. *kurnam "small seed" (cf. O.Fris., O.S. korn "grain," M.Du. coren, Ger. Korn, O.N. korn, Goth. kaurn), from PIE base *gre-no- "grain"  
12.  This popular ground meat patty traces its origins to the city of Hamburg in Germany.  

Hamburger

13.  This kind of dried meat that can be stored for a long time and is easy to carry was popular with Native Americans and frontiersmen.  

Jerky.

14.  The medieval ballad ‘Scarborough Fair’ asks, ‘Are you going to Scarborough Fair?’ then lists which four herbs?
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme,

Are you going to Scarborough Fair?

Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme,

Remember me to one who lives there,

She once was a true love of mine.
15.  Everyone loves that party favorite:  ‘pigs in a blanket’.  What is the ‘blanket’ made of?

Dough, pastry.  Franks in pastry casing.

16.  The name for this fruit means ‘apple with many seeds’.  The current ad for Pom Wonderful juice suggests Eve may have used this fruit, rather than an apple, to tempt Adam. 

Pomegranate.

M.L. pomum granatum, lit. "apple with many seeds," from pome "apple, fruit" + grenate "having grains".

17. ‘Yankee Doodle went to town / A-riding on a pony / Stuck a feather in his hat  /And called it …’ what?
macaroni. 
18.  You won’t find this kind of ‘bread’ in a bakery but in a butcher shop, and it doesn’t have sugar in it, either!
Sweetbread.  (Meat glands.)
"pancreas used as food" 1560s, from sweet(adj.); the -bread element may be from O.E. bræd "flesh."

19.  Poor man’s caviar is made from eggplant, which has small slimy seeds.  Real caviar is made from what?

Sturgeon roe (fish eggs).

20.  This famous Kentucky sandwich was created at the Brown Hotel in Louisville.

Kentucky Hot Brown.
Openfaced sandwich:  turkey, bacon, Mornay (cheesy cream) sauce.
21.  In a famous 1979 trial, lawyers aruged the defendant had ‘diminished capacity’ and linked it to his heavy intake of sugary snacks.  Now, a a legal defense too absurd to be believed is informally called a ‘[blank] defense.]
Twinkies defense

22.   McDonald’s famous Big Mac slogan  of 1975 went: ‘Two all beef patties, special sauce, lettuce, cheese, …’  then what’?
‘ … pickles, onions, on a sesame seed bun.”

23.  The meat ‘mutton’ comes from what animal?

(mature) sheep

24.  Someone a little bit nuts might be called by the name of this kind of cake, that typically contains nuts.

Fruitcake

25.  Prunes are a dried version of what kind of fruit?

Plum

26.  This fruit, commonly considered a vegetable, is the main ingredient of everyone’s favorite party dip, guacamole.

Avocado

27.  From what kind of bean is chocolate made?

Cocoa bean.  
Native to central and south America.

28.  In the carol, ‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’, what kind of pudding do the singers want brought?

Figgy pudding.  
‘Oh, bring us a figgy pudding;  Oh, bring us a figgy pudding;  Oh, bring us a figgy pudding and a cup of good cheer’  16th cent English carol.

29.  Legend has it, upon learning that the peasants had no bread, an oblivous Marie Antoinette declared ‘If they have no bread, then let them eat …’ what?

Cake

30.   The name of these fried corncakes is also the name of a brand of comfortable shoes.

Hushpuppies.

31.  Because of anti-German sentiment, during WWI, this popular German cabbage salad was re-named ‘Liberty Cabbage.’

Sauerkraut

32.  A blight on this crop in the mid 19th century led to a large number of Irish immigrants to America.

Potato
33.  A popular orange salad dressing is said to be named for an archipelago of islands on the St. Lawrence River near the Canada-U.S. border.  About how many islands are in this archipelago?

One thousand.
Thousand Island Dressing.

34.  Chicken Kiev comes to us from the city of Kiev.  In what modern-day country would we find this city?

Ukraine.  Used to be part of the Soviet Union.
35.  This brined cheese is found in Greek salad. 

Feta cheese

36.  You might find this French name for appetizers on a fancy menu.

Hors d'œuvres

37.  The name of this meal is a linguistic blend of the words ‘breakfast’ and ‘lunch’.

Brunch

38.  In the beloved Dr. Seuss book, the reluctant eater states: I do not like them, Sam-I-am. I do not like …

green eggs and ham. 

39.  This red layer cake includes the name of a fabric in its name.

Red Velvet Cake.

40.  Buffalo wings are not made from buffalo meat, but what kind of meat?

Chicken (wings).  Created in Buffalo, NY.

41.  ‘Food of the gods’ in Greek mythology.

Ambrosia

42.   ‘Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet … ‘ What was she eating? 

‘Eating her curds and whey …’

43.   In the nursery rhyme, "Sing A Song Of Sixpence", how many blackbirds were baked in a pie?

Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie. 
Sing a song of sixpence a pocket full of rye,

Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie.

When the pie was opened the birds began to sing,

Oh wasn't that a dainty dish to set before the king?

The king was in his counting house counting out his money,

The queen was in the parlour eating bread and honey

The maid was in the garden hanging out the clothes,

When down came a blackbird and pecked off her nose.

44.  You can get tasty sandwiches at a ‘deli’.  ‘deli’ is short for what word?

Delicatessen

(A German word originally from Latin délicat ‘fine’ as in ‘fine food’)

45.   What’s the name of the kind of dinner where the hostess doesn’t provide the meal, but everyone brings a dish?

Potluck

46.  From what country does the hearty dish goulash come?

Hungary

47.  According to the Mother Goose rhyme, ‘Jack Sprat could eat no fat …’  What could his wife eat?
No lean. 

Jack Sprat Could eat no fat,  His wife could eat no lean;  And so, Betwixt them both,  They licked the platter clean. - - - Mother Goose
48.  Colonel Sanders opened his first eatery featuring his famous fried chicken in which nearby Kentucky town?

Corbin

‘Sanders’ Café.’
49.  According to the saying, you can catch more flies with honey than with what?

Vinegar

(It’s easier to influence people if you’re nice, not confrontational.)

A spoonful of honey will catch more flies than a gallon of vinegar.  - - - Benjamin Franklin
50.  One of the so-called ‘Seven Deadly Sins’ of early Christianity was related to eating too much.  Which sin was it?

gluttony

anger, greed, sloth, pride, lust, envy, and gluttony (over-indulgence of food).
51.  Sometimes the French are pejoratively called by the name of this amphibian, that they are considered fond of eating.

Frogs

52.  A Girl Scout campfire favorite made of marshmallows, chocolate, and graham crackers.

S’mores

53.  World War II soldiers ate this iconic canned meat product made of pork shoulder and ham.

Spam.

54.  Traditional eating utensil in China, rather than knife and fork.

chopsticks

55.  This seaweed covered-roll of rice surrounding a fishy filling, served in slices,  comes to us from Japan.

sushi

56.  If you are embarrassed because you did something stupid, what kind of popular breakfast food might someone say you have on your face?

Egg

57.  If you are very calm, you could be described as ‘Cool as a …’ what?

cucumber

58.  According to the saying, what will keep the doctor away?

An apple a day.

59.  According to the idiom, what should you never cry over?

‘spilt milk’

